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Reverend Billy Graham, and his wife, Ruth.
We thank them for joining us. Thank you
very much.

I would like to begin with two profound
observations about China. The Chinese civili-
zation has dazzled the world for thousands
of years, and the Chinese do not have a tradi-
tion of long speeches before dinner. [Laugh-
ter] I think there must be a connection.
[Laughter] Therefore, I will be brief.

It is not as brief in Chinese as in English.
[Laughter]

Since 1784, Chinese and Americans have
shared a lively dialog over how to achieve
common cause in the countless pursuits that
animate great nations. Thomas Jefferson took
care to promote what he called ‘‘good dis-
positions’’ between the United States and
China. Abraham Lincoln, in his first annual
message to Congress, predicted our extensive
trade with China. And of course, Franklin
Roosevelt made it America’s purpose to join
with China in defense of freedom.

Our dialog and cooperation have now sur-
vived over two centuries and over consider-
able challenges. Today the Premier and I
worked hard to renew both. We spoke to
each other with candor and respect about our
hopes for our people and our children’s fu-
ture. Sometimes speaking candidly is dif-
ficult.

Premier Zhu, I know your own life bears
witness to this painful truth. But as you said
this morning, only good friends tell each
other what they really think. If you’re right
about that, you have turned out to be quite
a good friend, indeed. [Laughter]

As you know, the American people are
glad to see you, and to return the hospitality
you so generously extended to Hillary and
me and our delegation last year. People are
interested in you. After all, there aren’t many
leaders who understand both the intricacies
of global finance and the intricacies of the
Beijing Opera, who play the huqin, a kind
of Chinese fiddle, and who voice both blunt
political views and blunt musical opinions.

For example, this morning’s New York
Times reported that you said Western opera
makes you want to take a nap. [Laughter]
I hope Yo Yo Ma understands the pressure
on him tonight. [Laughter]

Premier, we have profound respect for
your efforts to change China in sweeping
ways, to build a 21st century China in which
all Chinese have a chance to live full and
prosperous lives. Of course, we have some
differences over what is required to achieve
that goal. And here in America we are still
trying, ourselves, to form the ‘‘more perfect
Union’’ of our Founders’ dreams.

But we both believe tomorrow can be bet-
ter than today, and we believe that our re-
sponsibility is to make it so before our brief
journeys through life are over.

Last year on March the 5th, the Chinese
people celebrated the centennial of the birth
of the first Premier of the People’s Republic,
Zhou Enlai. Americans still remember well
the man who greeted President Nixon in
1972 and said to him in a toast: ‘‘The people
and the people alone are the motive force
in the making of world history. We are con-
fident,’’ he went on to say, ‘‘that the day will
surely come when this common desire of our
two peoples will be realized.’’ Mr. Premier,
as Zhou Enlai’s successor, you have done
much to bring this day closer.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in
a toast to the Premier of China, Zhu Rongji,
Madam Lao and the people of China.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:04 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Premier Zhu’s wife, Lao
An, and musician Yo Yo Ma. The transcript made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Premier Zhu. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Croatia
April 8, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–21

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Eligibility of the Republic of Croatia
to be Furnished Defense Articles and
Services Under the Foreign Assistance Act
and Arms Export Control Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended, and section 3(a)(1) of
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the Arms Export Control Act, I hereby find
that the furnishing of defense articles and
services to the Government of the Republic
of Croatia will strengthen the security of the
United States and promote world peace.

You are authorized and directed to report
this finding to the Congress and to publish
it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 9.

Remarks on Departure for
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
April 9, 1999

Situation in the Balkans
Good morning. Before we depart, I’d like

to say a few words about the situation in
Kosovo. Over the last several days, we have
struck hard at Serbia’s machinery of repres-
sion and at the infrastructure that supports
it. Our humanitarian relief operation is bring-
ing life-saving supplies to refugees in Mac-
edonia and Albania. Our military is doing its
part to help there, too.

I’m gratified by the efforts of all involved
and confident that, after 2 weeks, NATO is
determined to persist and prevail. If any-
thing, Mr. Milosevic’s actions have strength-
ened the unity and resolve of our allies.

As our strikes have intensified, Mr.
Milosevic has tried to rearrange the facts on
the ground by declaring a cease-fire while
holding his borders—closing his borders to
fleeing refugees. But the fundamental reality
is unchanged. Attacks on innocent people
continue. Refugees who were pushed from
their homes by force now see their escape
routes blocked by force.

Mr. Milosevic still thinks he can manipu-
late the situation by cynically using innocent
people. He hopes that we will accept as per-
manent the results of his ethnic cleansing.
We will not, not when a quarter of Kosovo’s
people are living in refugee camps beyond
Kosovo’s borders, not when hundreds of
thousands more are trapped inside, afraid to
go home, but unable to leave.

If we settle for half-measures from Mr.
Milosevic, we will get nothing more. And

what we have from Mr. Milosevic today is
not even partial compliance but the illusion
of partial compliance. We and our allies have
properly rejected it.

President Milosevic must withdraw from
Kosovo his military police and paramilitary
forces; they are responsible for the violence.
He must permit deployment of an inter-
national security force, for we have seen in
the past that this is the only way to ensure
his promises are kept. He must allow the un-
conditional return of our refugees because
their expulsion from their homes and their
land cannot be tolerated.

He must take these essential steps as we
move toward self-government and security
for the people of Kosovo. In the meantime,
we will continue to do all we can to help
the victims of the tragedy.

Today the First Lady is going to Dover
Air Force Base in Delaware, the main east
coast departure point for humanitarian sup-
plies, where a C–5 aircraft, our largest trans-
port plane, loaded with humanitarian daily
rations headed for Albania and Macedonia,
will be stocked.

Thus far, we have seen 800,000 of the 1.1
million daily rations we’ve pledged for the
region. I am deeply gratified that the Amer-
ican people have placed over 15,000 calls to
the 1–800 number I announced Monday to
make donations. I also know that many
churches and other religious institutions have
been taking up collections and sending them
in; we are grateful for that as well. I ask the
American people to continue their steadfast
support. I believe that they will. I am con-
fident we will prevail.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro).

Radio Remarks on the Philadelphia
Shipyard
April 9, 1999

Last week the U.S. Navy and Philadelphia
signed several important agreements that are
good for the city, the Navy, and our Nation.
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